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Rationale 
The Rationale for the Quakers Hill Homework Policy is drawn from the DEC Homework Policy Guidelines 
2012.  
 
Homework is any task assigned by teachers intended for students to carry out during non-school hours 
designed to meet specific learning goals. 
 
The Quakers Hill Homework Policy has been developed:  

 to be relevant to the needs of our students 

 in consultation with key school community stakeholders including teachers and parents/caregivers, 
and has been communicated to staff, students and parents/caregivers. 

 
 
Aim 
The aim of the Quakers Hill Homework Policy is to assign quality tasks with a specific, explicit learning 
focus. The quantity of homework must be manageable to allow and ensure that teacher feedback is 
purposeful, constructive and immediate. 
 
 
Beliefs and strategies underpinning the Quakers Hill Homework Policy 
 
 
Homework: 

 is a valuable part of schooling; 

 allows for practising, extending and consolidating of work done in class; 

 provides training for students in planning and organising time; 

 develops a range of skills in identifying and using information resources; 

 establishes habits of study, concentration and self‐discipline; 

 strengthens home‐school links; 

 reaffirms the role of parents and caregivers as partners in education; 

 provides parents and caregivers with insights into what is being taught in the classroom and the 
progress of the child; and 

 challenges and extends gifted and talented students. 
 
 
Homework is beneficial when: 

 it reinforces and extends class work and consolidates basic skills and knowledge; 

 it is challenging and purposeful; 

 parents and caregivers are involved; 

 students take responsibility for their homework; 

 it is well coordinated and teachers expectations are well communicated; 

 is set on a regular basis; 

 teachers set suitable amounts of homework; 

 it takes into account students’ home responsibilities; 

 it is marked promptly; 

 feedback and follow up are provided; and 

 it develops and extends the core learning skills of inquiry and independent study. 
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Types of homework 

 practice exercises 

 preparatory homework 

 extension assignment 

 on-line literacy program (Reading Eggs) and numeracy program (Mathletics) 

 homework may be communicated to the children via EDMODO 
 
 
 
The staff at Quakers Hill Public School believe that homework is an important part of each child’s 
education and it must be: 

 purposeful; 

 meaningful; 

 relevant; and 

 educationally based. 
 
 
 
Homework must: 

 take into account the individual learning needs and context of the students; 

 be marked promptly with appropriate feedback provided; 

 take into account each child’s home responsibilities and extra curricula activities; 

 be relevant to the work that is being taught in the classroom; 

 be part of regular communications with parents at the commencement of the school year and 
throughout the year; and 

 have clearly defined expectations so that students and parents are clear about requirements. 
 
 
 
Kindergarten – Year 2 
All activities at home or in play can assist children to develop a wide range of knowledge and skills including 
literacy, numeracy and problem solving. It should also be remembered that self‐directed play in 
unstructured time is important. Language and number concepts can be introduced and consolidated in 
many family activities. 
These include: 

 shopping and preparation of food; 

 listening to stories, learning songs and nursery rhymes; 

 conversations about what is happening at school; 

 interactive video and computer programs; 

 reading/library borrowing; 

 family outings; and 

 collecting and discussing items. 
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Quakers Hill Public School Homework Expectations 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students are expected to: 
 
Term 1 – 

 complete ‘Jolly Phonics’ daily revision worksheets based on the sound that has been taught,  

 talk about the school day with their parents/caregivers; 

 cut and collect pictures relating to individual sounds; and 

 revise sight words – through games e.g. eye spy. 
 
 
Term 2 – Term 4 –  

 complete a two page homework sheet, consolidating the focus concepts covered throughout the 
week, including spelling, mathematics, problem solving; 

 practising reading skills using home readers, commencing week 7 Term 2; 

 Suggested activities for parents to use to assist their children in developing their reading skills is 
provided; 

 on line literacy and numeracy programs – Mathletics’  and ‘Reading Eggs’; and 

 revise concepts for children experiencing difficulties (on advice of the teachers). 
 
 
Years 1 & 2 

 students will be expected to complete homework activities that complement teaching and learning 
experiences from the classroom; 

 students will be given tasks that are appropriate for the child’s current ability level; 

 homework will be provided for four evenings per week; 

 homework will consist of two pages of tasks and activities;  

 should not exceed a 20 minute timeframe and will include oral reading; and 

 on line literacy and numeracy programs – Mathletics’ and ‘Reading Eggs’, 
 
 
Years 3 & 4 
As students progress through school, there is an expectation that they will begin to work more 
independently on their homework. It is important that teachers continue to provide guidance and 
assistance, particularly in the development of study skills. 
 
It is also important that students have the opportunity to experience different types of homework and that 
the amounts of time students are expected to work on homework is realistic. (DET Homework Policy 
August 2000) 
 

 homework provided by the teachers will reflect class teaching and learning activities; 

 activities are planned to revise, consolidate and extend students using content and skills from the 
Key Learning Areas. These activities will be planned to develop independent work habits and will 
involve a variety of resources; 

 approximately 30 minutes should be spent each night on homework from Monday – Friday 
(inclusive). This includes time for reading, spelling, number facts drill and other set tasks; 

 on line literacy and numeracy programs – Mathletics’  and ‘Reading Eggs’; 
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 each class teacher will set homework according to class needs, generally this will take the form of a 
homework sheet; and 

 parents will be notified if homework is not completed on a regular basis. 
 
 
Years 5 & 6 

 develop study skills which provide opportunities to work independently; 

 provide a variety of types of homework tasks; 

 ensure that a realistic amount of time is spent on homework; 

 types of homework should include: 
o practice – applying new knowledge and reviewing e.g. Number Facts 
o preparatory – acquiring information e.g. research 
o extension Assignments – e.g. book reviews, retrieving information from the internet 

 on line literacy and numeracy programs – Mathletics’ and ‘Reading Eggs’; 

 prompt checking, marking, if appropriate, and feedback from the teacher; and 

 set homework sheets may be part of the homework strategy. 
 
Each night, students are expected to: 

 read for a minimum of 15 minutes; 

 work on number facts to achieve quick recall of all appropriate combinations; 

 complete the “Look, Cover, Write, Check” process for spelling words; and 

 complete unfinished school work 
 
Parents will be informed if their child regularly fails to complete their homework to a satisfactory standard. 

 

 
 
 
Endorsed by 
 
 

Principal Staff P&C 

   

Dated: September 2012 
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